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PORTLAND & OREGON ART

'Millennial pink' meets art in 'Symmetry Breaking'
exhibit at Marylhurst

 

Framed textile pieces by Kristen Miller with encroaching pieces from Jane Schiffhauer's installation in the "Symmetry
Breaking" exhibit at Marylhurst University's Art Gym. (Courtesy of Art Gym)

By Briana Miller | For The Oregonian/OregonLive

Pink is having a moment. From the ubiquitousness of Millennial pink across the design
world to the pink knit “pussy hats” that became the symbol of the Women’s March on
Washington in January, the color has seeped into the collective cultural consciousness.

So it may not be surprising that “Symmetry Breaking,” a group show of mostly new
work by eight Pacific Northwest artists that opened this month at Marylhurst
University’s Art Gym, seems to have a rosy cast. But, as is the case with the pink hats
and even with Millennial pink, there’s an underlying seriousness to the work in this
exhibition, which was curated by Blake Shell and launches the gallery’s 2017-2018
exhibition season.  

The show opens neatly with a series of framed textile art by Kristen Miller. These light,
minimalist pieces are forced into congenial conversation with Jane Schiffhauer’s
installation, “Involuntary Memory,” a marauding net that takes over a corner of the
gallery and escapes over its wall and even, seemingly, under it. Made of black, pink and
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Work by Brenda Mallory (from left), Jane Schiffhauer and Emily Nachison in the "Symmetry Breaking" exhibit at Marylhurst
University's Art Gym. (Courtesy of Art Gym)

yellow nylon netting, it’s shot through with bits of crocheted lace (pink), strings of
sequins and silver tassels. But closer inspection reveals globular black accretions, like oil
or tar, that pin down pieces of the netting, which also creeps into — or out of — rough
gouges that have been made in the wall behind it. The effect is a taut play of lightness
and density, sweetness and roughness.

Emily Nachison’s “Pony Girl (1)” continues this theme. Sitting jauntily in the center of the
gallery, its lavender leather tack and flowing white “mane” evoke the candy-colored hues
of My Little Pony toys. But the leather, which has been stretched and sewn over a heavy
length of rope, is studded with dozens of silver piercing studs, lending it a subversive air.



 

Brenda Mallory, "Drive Belt #2," rubber drive belts, wood and paint (2016) in the "Symmetry Breaking" exhibit at Marylhurst
University's Art Gym. (Dan Kvitka)



 

Jo Hamilton's crocheted portrait "Sister Kate St. Martin, [Our House of Portland]" (2017) in the "Symmetry Breaking" exhibit at
Marylhurst University's Art Gym. (Courtesy of Art Gym)

 

The work of Brenda Mallory plays off this candy-colored frippery with intensity and
restraint. In “Drive Belt #2,” meditative lines are wrought with heavy-duty rubber drive
belts affixed in rows on a board, like abstract painter Agnes Martin in an automotive
shop. In another piece, repeated impressions of these rubber belts are imprinted into
panels of handmade cast paper that are connected by nuts and bolts to form a sooty
grid, again making a contrast of softness with toughness. 

Work by Jo Hamilton — a nude and two portraits worked in her signature crocheting
technique — along with new sculptural work by Emily Counts, a subtly beautiful video by
Anya Kivarkis created with Mike Bray, and two woven pieces by Jovencio de la Paz round



 

Installation view of two new sculptural ceramic works by Emily Counts in the "Symmetry Breaking" exhibit at Marylhurst
University's Art Gym. (Courtesy of Art Gym)

out the show. 

That all but one of the artists in the exhibition are women wasn’t a deliberate choice by
the curator, Shell. Her intention, and the organizing principle behind the exhibition, was
to showcase the intersection of art and craft, something that stood out to her about the
work being produced by the region’s artists when she arrived in Portland in 2008.

“I’ve been thinking about the show in some ways for years,” she said, adding, “I didn’t
want it to be informed by gender. The combination of so many women in the show is
because there are a lot of women that engage with craft in their work.”



That said, Shell acknowledged that intentionally or not, the exhibition addresses a need
to balance gender in exhibitions, which is something the art world continues to contend
with. 



There was a time when pink was for girls and stood for being not as strong or capable or
rational or name-your-stereotype. The pink tones in “Symmetry Breaking” may be soft,
but they’re not submissive, and the artists here are working with the mediums of
traditional craft in ways that are intellectually and creatively rigorous.

Trying to explain Millennial pink and its popularity, a writer in the Guardian posited, “It’s
a wish that prettiness could (be) de-problematised.” By unapologetically infusing their
work with rose-hued tones, the artists in this exhibition may have taken a step toward
doing just that.    

https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/shortcuts/2017/mar/22/millennial-pink-is-the-colour-of-now-but-what-exactly-is-it


"Symmetry Breaking"

What: Group show of work by eight Pacific Northwest artists (Emily Counts, Jovencio de
la Paz, Jo Hamilton, Anya Kivarkis, Brenda Mallory, Emily Nachison and Jane Schiffauer)

Where: Art Gym, Marylhurst University, 17600 Pacific Highway (Oregon 43), Lake
Oswego

Artists panel: Curator Blake Shell will lead a conversation in the gallery with artists
Jovencio de la Paz, Anya Kivarkis and Emily Nachison from 2-4 p.m. Monday, Nov. 20.

Hours: Noon-4 p.m. Tuesday-Sunday, through Dec . 10

Tickets: Free, theartgym.org or 503-699-6243                                                                             
                                 

In other Art Gym news

Marylhurst University's Art Gym names new director and curator

http://theartgym.org/
http://www.oregonlive.com/art/index.ssf/2017/10/art_gym_ashley_stulls_meyer.html


More art coverage

Laika, Portland Art Museum team up to take you behind the scenes of 4 Oscar-
nominated films

With 'Caught,' Artists Rep immerses audience in real-time puzzle (review)

'The Wyeths' exhibit traces an American artistic clan through 3 generations

6 essential paintings in 'The Wyeths' at Portland Art Museum

Anya Kivarkis with Mike Bray, "A Certain Slowness," five-screen single channel video (2017) in the "Symmetry Breaking" exhibit
at Marylhurst University's Art Gym. (Courtesy of Art Gym)

That said, Shell acknowledged that intentionally or not, the exhibition addresses a need
to balance gender in exhibitions, which is something the art world continues to contend
with. 

Kristen Miller, " Steam," silk handkerchief sewn with glass beads (2014) in the "Symmetry Breaking" exhibit at Marylhurst
University's Art Gym. (Courtesy of Art Gym)
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There was a time when pink was for girls and stood for being not as strong or capable or
rational or name-your-stereotype. The pink tones in “Symmetry Breaking” may be soft,
but they’re not submissive, and the artists here are working with the mediums of
traditional craft in ways that are intellectually and creatively rigorous.

Trying to explain Millennial pink and its popularity, a writer in the Guardian posited, “It’s
a wish that prettiness could (be) de-problematised.” By unapologetically infusing their
work with rose-hued tones, the artists in this exhibition may have taken a step toward
doing just that.    

Work by Jo Hamilton (from left) and Kristen Miller in the "Symmetry Breaking" exhibit at Marylhurst University's Art Gym.
(Courtesy of Art Gym)

"Symmetry Breaking"

What: Group show of work by eight Pacific Northwest artists (Emily Counts, Jovencio de
la Paz, Jo Hamilton, Anya Kivarkis, Brenda Mallory, Emily Nachison and Jane Schiffauer)

Where: Art Gym, Marylhurst University, 17600 Pacific Highway (Oregon 43), Lake
Oswego

Artists panel: Curator Blake Shell will lead a conversation in the gallery with artists
Jovencio de la Paz, Anya Kivarkis and Emily Nachison from 2-4 p.m. Monday, Nov. 20.

https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/shortcuts/2017/mar/22/millennial-pink-is-the-colour-of-now-but-what-exactly-is-it
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