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Concurrent with his solo exhibition at Seattle’s Frye Art Museum, Hedonic Reversal by Rodrigo 
Valenzuela opens at Upfor on March 5 and includes recent photography and the video Maria TV. The 
exhibition runs through April 4, with a First Thursday opening reception on March 5 from 6:00 to 
8:00 pm and a closing reception on Thursday, April 2 from 6:00 to 8:00pm. Exhibition and events are 
open to the public and free to attend. 

Valenzuela's work addresses issues of income inequality, class and racism both directly and obliquely. 
The monochromatic photographs of Hedonic Reversal recreate urban decay and ruins in the artist's 
studio. Divorced from the social conditions that typically underlie "beautiful ruins" photography, the 
images question how our aesthetic response is altered by the absence of poverty and suffering. 

For Maria TV (2014; funded by 4Culture and the Seattle Office of Arts & Culture), Valenzuela 
brought Spanish-speaking female immigrants together with an acting coach for a day of filmed 
theater, reconstructing monologues from Telemundo soap operas interwoven with personal histories. 
The video emphasizes how rarely working-class women are featured, or featured realistically, in the 
media. As the artist has said, "There are no roles for working-class women in movies, unless they’re 
hot." 

Rodrigo Valenzuela (b. 1982, Santiago, Chile) completed an art history degree in Chile and worked in 
construction while making art over his first decade in the United States. He completed an MFA at 
University of Washington and is a Core Fellow at Museum of Fine Arts, Houston. Recent and 
upcoming solo exhibitions include the Frye Art Museum, Seattle (2015), Museo de Arte 
Contemporaneo, Santiago (2015), Envoy Enterprises, New York (2015), Archer Gallery, Vancouver, 
WA (2014) and Bryan Ohno Gallery, Seattle (2013). Valenzuela has participated in residencies at 
Skowhegan (ME), Bemis Center (NE), Center for Photography at Woodstock (NY) and Vermont 
Studio Center. Valenzuela is recipient of an Artist Trust’s Arts Innovator Award (2014), the Texas 
Contemporary Award (2104) among others. 

Upcoming exhibit: 
April 8 – May 9, 2015

BEN BUSWELL 
Immediately following his solo installation/exhibition at The Art Gym at Marylhurst University, Upfor 
presents a reconfiguration of Buswell's sculptural installation, supported in part by The Oregon Arts 
Commission, Ford Family Foundation and The Regional Arts and Culture Council. 

### 

About Upfor: Founded in 2013, Upfor presents contemporary art from emerging and established 
artists working in digital and other mediums. The 1,700-square-foot gallery offers a versatile 
exhibition and installation space in Portland’s visual arts district. The gallery is located at 929 NW 
Flanders Street, Portland, OR 97209. Gallery hours are Tuesday–Saturday from 11:00 am to 6:00 
pm and by appointment. For information about upcoming exhibitions, please visit upforgallery.com.
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