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NO ONE ABOVE OR BELOW BY BEN BUSWELL 

OPENS IN APRIL AT UPFOR CONTEMPORARY ART 

March 25, 2015 
Portland, Ore.  

No One Above or Below, a solo exhibition of work by Ben Buswell, opens at Upfor on 
Wednesday, April 8, with a reception that evening from 6:00 to 8:00pm. The show runs 
through May 9, 2015 with a First Thursday closing reception on May 7 from 6:00 to 8:00pm. 
Exhibition and events are open to the public and free to attend. 

In No One Above or Below, Buswell approaches photographs as a sculptural medium, 
subjecting glossy Lambda prints to processes such as repetitive cutting, melting and tearing. 
The photographs are often of water surfaces, showing ripples and highlights without 
reference to scale or horizon. Buswell’s physical alterations further abstract the image by 
interrupting the picture plane. A large-scale piece spanning two gallery walls is a reworking of 
an installation presented during Buswell’s recent solo exhibition, I Do Not Belong to the Sky, at 
The Art Gym at Marylhurst University (February 17 through March 27, 2015). 

Buswell’s process-based approach investigates the inseparability of the material from what is 
done to it, a parallel for the relationship between body and mind. “I have a firm belief that we 
exist only through our bodies, that we are wholly physical things. So material and sculptural 
presence, as surrogates for this idea, are embedded in the way I think,” Buswell explains. 

Ben Buswell (b. 1974 in Dallas, Oregon) received his MFA from the University of Wisconsin at 
Madison, and BFA from Oregon State University. Notable exhibitions include solo shows at 
The Art Gym (2015), CoCA Seattle (2013), Helzer Gallery (2010) and TILT Gallery and 
Project Space (2008); and group shows Portland2012: A Biennial of Contemporary Art at 
Disjecta Contemporary Art Center and The Oregon Biennial at the Portland Art Museum 
(2006). In 2014 and 2011, Buswell was awarded Career Opportunity Grants from The 
Oregon Arts Commission and Ford Family Foundation. His work is included in several private 
collections, including that of Jan and Patricia de Bont, and public collections at Portland 
Community College, Rock Creek and OHSU’s Collaborative Life Sciences Building. 

Upcoming event: 
Saturday, April 4 at 2:00pm 
Artist talk and screening: Rodrigo Valenzuela. Join the artist for a talk and short screening on 
the final day of his solo exhibition at Upfor, Hedonic Reversal. 

### 

About Upfor: Founded in 2013, Upfor presents contemporary art from emerging and 
established artists working in digital and other mediums. The 1,700-square-foot gallery offers 
a versatile exhibition and installation space in Portland’s visual arts district. The gallery is 
located at 929 NW Flanders Street, Portland, OR 97209. Gallery hours are Tuesday–Saturday 
from 11:00 am to 6:00 pm and by appointment. For information about upcoming exhibitions, 
please visit upforgallery.com.
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