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UPFOR GALLERY WELCOMES  
MELISSA SOLTESZ AS DIRECTOR 

July 26, 2016 
Portland, Ore.  

Upfor, a contemporary art gallery emphasizing media art, today announced that Melissa 
Soltesz will assume the position of Director effective July 26, 2016. 

Soltesz joins Upfor from Soltesz Fine Art, a pop-up contemporary exhibition project in a 
converted warehouse in Northwest Portland. Soltesz Fine Art recently concluded its one-year 
run, having provided critically well-received exhibitions and programming featuring both 
Portland and non-Portland artists. 

Before moving to Portland in 2015, Soltesz spent nine years as an advisor at Julie Nester 
Gallery in Park City, and two years as assistant director at Zabriskie in New York. Her more 
than twenty years’ experience in the art world includes four years on the Park City Public Art 
Advisory Board, two as Chair, and three years on the executive committee of the Friends of 
Contemporary Art at the Utah Museum of Fine Arts. Soltesz holds a BA in art history/studio 
art and is a fine art appraiser certified in Uniform Standards of Profession Appraisal Practice 
and member of the American Society of Appraisers. 

Soltesz commented, “I am honored to help advance the interests of Upfor’s collectors and 
artists. In its brief history the gallery has made a big cultural mark, and I’m excited to add my 
voice and support to this endeavor." 

As Director, Soltesz will foster relationships with collectors and institutions, placing artworks 
through gallery exhibitions, art fairs, private and public commissions and online channels.  

Upfor, a contemporary art gallery founded by Theo Downes-Le Guin in 2013, welcomes 
Melissa Soltesz as director. 

### 

About Upfor: Founded in 2013, Upfor presents contemporary art from emerging and 
established artists working in digital and other mediums. The gallery is located at 929 NW 
Flanders Street, Portland, OR 97209. Gallery hours are Tuesday–Saturday from 11:00 am to 
6:00 pm and by appointment. For more information about our programming and artists, please 
visit upforgallery.com.


