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JOSH MICHAELS' 24 HOUR EMPIRE 
SCREENS AT START OF JANUARY 2016 

December 18, 2015 
Portland, Ore.  

24 Hour Empire by Josh Michaels opens January 7 and runs through January 16, 2016 with 
an opening reception during First Thursday on January 7 from 6:00 – 8:00pm. A 24-hour 
screening is scheduled to begin January 9 at 1:00pm and end January 10 at 1:00pm. 

This body of work by Josh Michaels is an homage to the original Empire, one of Andy Warhol's 
first durational films. The exhibition includes photographs, lenticular prints, and video-based 
works, derived from Michaels’ eponymous 24 Hour Empire durational video.  Michaels 
approached this multi-media project as an investigation, asking: How might Andy Warhol have 
made Empire today? 

Empire was one of the earliest in a series of underground films by Warhol that focused on a 
single subject for an extended period of time. To create it, Andy Warhol and Jonas Mekas 
spent six and a half hours filming the Empire State Building from the 41st floor of the Time-
Life Building one summer night in 1964. These unconventional films foreshadowed our 
current culture of always-on video made popular by the Internet. 

Josh Michaels is a multidisciplinary artist and engineer focused primarily on exploring, 
understanding, and explaining the impact of technology on society, specifically in relation to 
time. In addition to his practice, he runs Jetson Creative, which creates artistic software and 
interactive installations. Based in Portland, Oregon, he is also active in San Francisco, Los 
Angeles, New York and Paris. 

Upcoming exhibit: 
January 20 – February 27, 2016

Pain Tero Flight 

Featuring artists Maria Bamford, Ray Anthony Barrett, Scott Marvel Cassidy, Rachel Lord, 
Jillian Mayer, Ralph Pugay, Jordan Rathus and Jeremy Couillard 

Co-curated with Alicia Eler, this exhibition revisits whether Thomas Kinkade’s oeuvre–the 
artworks, business model and public personae–has anything new to teach us regarding issues 
that loom large in contemporary art: market dominance, the meaning of authenticity and 
uniqueness in an era of multiples, and the enduring Romantic idea of the artist. 

### 

About Upfor: Founded in 2013, Upfor presents contemporary art from emerging and 
established artists working in digital and other mediums. The 1,700-square-foot gallery offers 
a versatile exhibition and installation space in Portland’s visual arts district. The gallery is 
located at 929 NW Flanders Street, Portland, OR 97209. Gallery hours are Tuesday–Saturday 
from 11:00 am to 6:00 pm and by appointment. For information about upcoming exhibitions, 
please visit upforgallery.com.
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