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Variable States: Prints Now is a group exhibition situated at the intersection of printmaking 
and technology: both how technology is integrated into traditional practice, and how it can 
expand print beyond those boundaries. Exhibiting artists are Janet Ballweg, Blake Carrington, 
Edwige Charlot, Brenna Murphy, Alyson Provax, Paul Soulellis, Krista Svalbonas and Sang-Mi 
Yoo. Variable States opens on March 3 and is on view through April 9, 2016. There is a First 
Thursday opening reception on March 3 from 6:00 to 9:00pm. 

Variable States: Prints Now features a sampling of artworks from eight contemporary artists 
who either identify printmaking as a significant part of their practice, or use printmaking 
technologies to produce works typically categorized as other media (such as 3D printing used 
to produce sculpture, or prints forming the components of installation). Process is a major 
component in printmaking practice, and this focus often leads to hybrid, experimental 
production methods. Perhaps because of this, the history of printmaking is inextricably 
connected to technological advancements (particularly that of the commercial publishing 
industry), from moveable type to 3D printing. Works in this exhibition span a range of 
processes used to produce moving image works, sculpture, installation, and works on paper. 
Processes include letterpress, intaglio, serigraph, generative programming and digital printing. 

Janet Ballweg (b. 1961, Wisconsin) focuses on constructions of memory and experience that 
address issues of power/vulnerability, private/shared space, and presence/absence. Her 
works on paper employ 3D modeling software and traditional intaglio techniques. She holds a 
BS in Art from the University of Wisconsin, Madison and an MFA from the University of Illinois, 
Urbana-Champaign. She currently teaches at Bowling Green State University in Ohio. 

Blake Carrington (b. 1980, Indiana) works in the visual, sound, and performing arts. He uses 
custom software systems to make inkjet paintings and video installations, and co-founded the 
collaborative silkscreen print label, Personal Desire Propaganda. Notable solo exhibitions took 
place at the Contemporary Art Center in New Orleans and CUAC in Salt Lake City. Carrington 
received a Jerome Foundation Travel Study Grant and is a NYFA Fellow. He lives and works 
in Brooklyn, NY. 

Edwige Charlot (b. 1987 in Paris, France) emigrated to the United States at the age of 9. 
Her works combine printmaking, painting and drawing, often reflecting her Haitian heritage in 
color, energy, and content. She holds a BFA in printmaking from the Maine College of Art. 
Charlot's awards include a St. Botolph Club Foundation Emerging Artist award and a Maine 
Arts Commission Good Idea Grant. She lives and works in Portland, Maine. 
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Brenna Murphy (b. 1986 in Washington) uses intricate patterns and repetition in her 
multimedia work, drawing connections between the physical components of digital 
technology, historical artifacts, and spirituality. Murphy received her BFA from the Pacific 
Northwest College of Art in Portland, OR. Notable exhibitions include the Kunstvarein 
Düsseldorf (Germany), Yerba Buena Center for the Arts (CA), Eyebeam (NY), and a Rhizome 
commission. Murphy, with Birch Cooper, performs as MSHR, an audio-visual art project. 

Alyson Provax (b.1984, California) received her BFA in Printmaking from PNCA in Portland, 
OR, where she continues to live and work. Provax is interested in the subjectivity of time, of 
wasting time and the feeling of repeating oneself, and of the simple yet powerful moments of 
realizing that you are living in a delicate body in a shifting environment. She works primarily 
with silkscreen monotype and letterpress processes. 

Paul Soulellis (b. 1968, New York) is a New York-based artist, designer and publisher. 
Soulellis explores experimental publishing and network culture. In 2013 he founded Library of 
the Printed Web, a physical archive devoted to web-to-print artists’ books, zines and other 
printout matter. Soulellis graduated from the College of Architecture, Art and Planning at 
Cornell University. He is a contributing editor at Rhizome and teaches at RISD. 

Krista Svalbonas (b. 1977, Pennsylvania) is based in Chicago. Influenced by urban 
environments, Svalbonas focuses on spatial relationships and architecture. She holds a BFA in 
photography and design from Syracuse University and an MFA from SUNY New Paltz. Work 
in this exhibition is from her Temporal Displacement series. She is currently a lecturer in 
photography at Columbia College. 

Sang-Mi Yoo (b. 1968, Seoul, South Korea) explores notions of ideal home through print-
media installations. Honors include a 2014 AHL Foundation's Visual Arts Prize, the 2012 
Seacourt Print Workshop Artist-in-Residence and a 2010 Puffin Foundation Artist Grant. Yoo 
has exhibited in the US, New Zealand and South Korea, and is an Associate Professor of Art 
at Texas Tech University. 

Upcoming exhibit: 

April 13 – May 28, 2016
Memory Theater 
Srijon Chowdhury 
For Chowdhury’s first project at Upfor, the artist reimagines the 16th century inventor Giullio 
Camillo’s unrealized universal storage and retrieval system, The Memory Theater. The 
exhibition centers around a circular, semi-transparent structure, the outside of which 
Chowdhury will cover with plants, lighting, and sculptures from other artists. 

### 

About Upfor: Founded in 2013, Upfor presents contemporary art from emerging and 
established artists working in digital and other mediums. The 1,700-square-foot gallery offers 
a versatile exhibition and installation space in Portland’s visual arts district. The gallery is 
located at 929 NW Flanders Street, Portland, OR 97209. Gallery hours are Tuesday–Saturday 
from 11:00 am to 6:00 pm and by appointment. For information about upcoming exhibitions, 
please visit upforgallery.com. 



 

above: No Memory 
(Each Day the Same) 
by Alyson Provax, 
2016, animation (still) 

at left: Printed Web #1, 
2014, from Library of 
the Printed Web by 
Paul Soulellis 

below: Strata 
Systems_v02 
_NIJIMI_#2001 by 
Blake Carrington, 
2015, inkjet on baryta 
paper with acrylic, sumi 
and CMYK ink,  
11 x 15 inches 
(framed) 

Wurzburg 1 by Krista 
Svalbonas, 2013, 
blacksmith powder 
photo-serigraph on 
mylar, 9 x 9 inches 
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