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SUBDUCTION OPENS AT UPFOR JUNE 2 

May 20, 2016 
Portland, Ore.  

Upfor gallery is proud to present Subduction, a three-artist exhibition including Sharon Koelblinger, Harold 
Mendez and Ronny Quevedo. The exhibition is curated by Upfor artist Rodrigo Valenzuela. It opens to the 
public on June 2 and remains on view through July 9, 2016. Upfor is open for the First Thursday gallery 
walk on June 2 from 6:00 to 8:00pm. 

The works in Subduction deal with the limits of representation and difficulties in the translation of 
memories and physical gestures. Through an excess of labor, the artists transform their source imagery 
and highlight the physical properties of materials used to create their work. The title of the exhibition 
operates as a metaphor for the works presented: subduction is the geological process of pressure over 
time in the natural production of diamonds from carbon. The works are a manifestation of the labor and 
background of each artist. 

Sharon Koelblinger (Philadelphia, PA) Explores the inherent limits in photography’s ability to accurately 
describe spatial information and materiality. Through constructing and reconstructing installations purely 
to photograph, the artist searches for images that are familiar yet indefinable. Koelblinger’s gallery and 
museum exhibitions include programming at Vox Populi (Philadelphia, PA), Hillyer Art Space (Washington, 
DC), and POP Gallery (Australia). 

Harold Mendez (Houston, TX and Chicago, IL) utilizes archival images as a departure point for the 
creation of works that aim to manifest the instability of memory and political history. Varying techniques of 
image transfers and mixed-media are implemented as analogies for the way we remember or perpetuate 
events in the public consciousness. Mendez will be an artist-in-residence at The Robert Rauschenberg 
Foundation (Captiva, FL); past residencies include the Core Program at Museum of Fine Arts, Houston 
(TX) and Skowhegan School of Painting and Sculpture (ME). 

Ronny Quevedo's (Bronx, NY) drawings represent an on-going project around the charting of migratory 
experiences. The fragmentation of gymnasium floors and playing fields represent the movement of bodies 
and the negotiation of locality. This re-organization of the rules of sport signifies the need of constant 
adaptation to survive in new territories. This transformation of architecture through changes in games’ 
iconography and rules expands the cosmology of displacement. Quevedo is an artist-in-residence at the 
Lower Manhattan Cultural Council Workspace, Kala Art Institute Fellowship Program and the 2016 
winner of the The Queens Museum-Jerome Foundation Fellowship.  

Upcoming exhibit: July 14 – August 27, 2016

Eat, Drink and Be Merry 
Maria Lux 
Beginning her installation-based works with research culled from diverse fields, Maria Lux explores the 
role that animals play in human understanding. Lux earned her MFA from University of Illinois, Urbana-
Champaign and was the 2014 Artist in Residence at Willian Patterson University, NJ. 

### 

About Upfor: Founded in 2013, Upfor presents contemporary art from emerging and established artists 
working in digital and other mediums. The gallery is located at 929 NW Flanders Street, Portland, OR 
97209. Gallery hours are Tuesday–Saturday from 11:00 am to 6:00 pm and by appointment. For more 
information about our programming and artists, please visit upforgallery.com. 
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Star Form 1-18 by Sharon 
Koelblinger, archival pigment print, 
40 x 50 inches, 2012. Image 
courtesy the artist.

Also in people: parts are wedges: and, to the 
parts they keep apart (After Sudek) by Harold 
Mendez, 2014; cotton, graphite, spray enamel, 
watercolor, toner, vegetable oil, litho crayon on 
ball grained aluminum lithographic plate 
mounted on Dibond; 25.5 x 36 inches, edition 
of 1 plus 2 AP. Courtesy the artist.

Notes on the poetics of relation #1 by 
Ronny Quevedo, 2016, silver leaf on wax 
paper, 26 x 39 inches. Courtesy the artist.

To request high resolution images, contact heather@upforgallery.com.


