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THAT’S WHY I’M HERE BY JORDAN RATHUS  
SCREENING FOR TWO WEEKS AT UPFOR 

This docu-narrative chronicles a fantastical Viking Voyage, drawing from  
the cultural histories of Norway, Iceland, and the Hudson Valley. 

January 19, 2017 
Portland, Ore.  

For her second solo exhibition at Upfor, New York-based artist Jordan Rathus presents a new long-form 

video with supporting sculpture, work on paper and wall writings. The exhibition is on view from February 

2 through 18, 2017 and the video screens on a loop throughout the gallery’s open hours. Upfor is open 

late for the First Thursday art walk on February 2 from 6:00 to 8:00 PM. The exhibition and event are free 

to attend and open to the public. 

That’s Why I’m Here by Jordan Rathus is an improvisational docu-narrative that chronicles a multi-coastal 

search for an alternative way of life, from the perspective of a character conceived and played by Rathus. 

Morals taken from the Hávamál (a collection of Old Norse poems from the Viking Age) and fragments of 

Hudson Valley fables (such as “Rip Van Winkle” by Washington Irving) mix with an assortment of fictional 

and nonfictional stories, sending the character on a fantastical Viking Voyage during which her sense of 

time and place begins to blur. 

During a visit to the Thomas Cole National Historic Site, Betsy Jacks, Director of the Site, describes 

Cole’s painting The Architect’s Dream (1840) to Rathus’ character: “This is a vision from a whole bunch of 

different places… none of this could really exist all in one space. This is an imaginary place that is swirling 

around in the mind of the architect.” The Architect’s Dream provides a central metaphor for That’s Why I’m 

Here, with its mélange of influences from many time periods and cultures. 

Jordan Rathus (b. 1983 in Princeton, New Jersey) recontextualizes storytelling formats, such as narrative 

film and reality television, to humorously and critically examine our collective contributions to pop culture. 

Rathus holds a BFA in Film and Television Production from New York University and a Master of Fine 

Arts in Visual Arts (New Genres) at Columbia University. She is a recipient of the Brooks Fellowship 

Award from Anderson Ranch, Snowmass Village, CO and the Tony Hawkins Award from New York 

University. Rathus lives and works in Brooklyn, NY. 

Upcoming exhibit 
February 23 – April 1, 2017 

Drawn to the peripheral ruin, artist Heidi Schwegler modifies and recreates discarded objects to give 

them a new sense of purpose in this solo exhibition of new sculptures and photographic prints. 

### 

About Upfor: Founded in 2013, Upfor presents contemporary art from emerging and established artists 

working in digital and other mediums. The gallery is located at 929 NW Flanders Street, Portland, Oregon 

97209. Gallery hours are Tuesday–Saturday from 11:00 am to 6:00 pm and by appointment. For more 

information about our programming, please visit upforgallery.com. For information about Upfor’s program 

of periodic online exhibitions, visit upfor.digital. 



 

That’s Why I’m Here (stills) by Jordan Rathus, 2017, HD digital video, approximate run time 45 min. 

Images courtesy the artist and Upfor. High resolution images available on request.


