
 

Media contact: 

Heather Lee Birdsong 
heather@upforgallery.com 
503-227-5111 

SHOHEI TAKASAKI: FRAMED STORIES 
First solo exhibition of internationally-exhibited artist in United States 

May 9, 2017 
Portland, Ore.  

Framed Stories includes new paintings, some displayed on wood frameworks, by artist Shohei 
Takasaki. The exhibition is on view May 17 through May 27, 2017. An opening reception on 
May 17 from 6:00 to 8:00pm is open to the public; the artist will give a public walkthrough of 
the exhibition on May 27 at 4:00pm. The exhibition and events are free to attend. 

In this compact exhibition of recent paintings, Takasaki uses the formal device of painted 
frames to enclose simple, graphic shapes. The exhibition comprises different painting series, 
each focused on narratives of the ephemerality of relationships and inevitability of loss. 
Takasaki has said that the works are meant “to reflect on how my generation is doing nothing, 
while waiting for something to happen." In these moments of stasis, he says, even the 
smallest details and movements are seen. 

Shohei Takasaki (b. 1979, Saitama, Japan) lives and works in Portland, Oregon. Self-taught in 
painting, Takasaki works on canvas and paper abstraction and figuration. Solo exhibitions of 
his work have been held at Dar Al Funoon Gallery, Kuwait; Backwoods Gallery, Australia; and 
Tokyo galleries Calm & Punk, Space EDGE and PLSMIS. Takasaki has been featured in many 
publications, including Acclaim Magazine, Shift, Art a Part of Cult(ure), Hidden Champion, 
Antenna and Warp Magazine. 

Q&A courtesy and copyright of Gasbook 27, publisher Shinjiro Nishino, 2013. 

### 

About Upfor: Founded in 2013, Upfor presents contemporary art from emerging and 
established artists working in digital and other mediums. The gallery is located at 929 NW 
Flanders Street, Portland, Oregon 97209. Gallery hours are Tuesday–Saturday from 11:00 
am to 6:00 pm, Sunday from 12:00 to 5:00 pm and by appointment. For more information 
about our programming, please visit upforgallery.com. 

Q: When do you get a creative urge? A: When I’m ready.

Q: Please list your 3 favorite shapes. A: Naked butt / beautiful lines of muscle and bones 
/ the kind of shadow underneath the eyebrow

Q: What do you like the most? A: Accept.

Q: Please list your 3 favorite colors. A: Red / Black / Peach Puff.

Q: What do you hate the most? A: Stuck.

Q: What is your favorite place? A: I was looking for exactly this thing before, but 
finally I realized it doesn’t matter at all actually.

Q: Please list your 3 favorite words. A: Overwhelming / Disappear / The Beatles.



 

(top left) 
disappeared into the fire B, 2017 
acrylic on canvas, wood armature 
51 x 40 x 14.25 inches 
 
(top right) 
woman with black hair A, 2017 
acrylic on canvas 
39.5 x 30 inches 
 
(bottom left) 
the house/the home B, 2017 
acrylic and charcoal on canvas, wood 
armature 
40 x 30 x 31.5 inches 

All works by Shohei Takasaki and 
copyright the artist. High resolution 
images available on request. 


