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KATIE TORN’S LOW TIDE EXTENDED THROUGH AUGUST 30 

Torn’s oceanic imagery featuring fragmented female figures and colorful, plastic wastelands will 
close Upfor’s summer program highlighting work by women media artists 

August 15, 2017 
Portland, Ore.  

Katie Torn: Low Tide 
July 26 – August 30, 2017 
Gallery hours Tuesday – Saturday, 11:00am to 6:00pm and by appointment 

Before a tsunami hits there is a period of calmness. The ocean recedes below the expected low tide, 
revealing a world that is usually inaccessible. Its newness is seductive and there is a moment of 
wonderment. The ocean floor calls to us like a predator luring in its prey. 

Low Tide is a solo exhibition by New York artist Katie Torn which opened on July 26 and is now extended 
through August 30, 2017. It includes collages and video installations set on an imagined ocean floor at low 
tide, using wondrous imagery to contemplate the effects of commodification, plastics, and virtual realities on 
identity and the feminine body. The attractive colors, textures, and compositions in Torn's work are tinged by 
disturbing details, which can provoke feelings of discomfort. 

Composed from original 3D renderings, photographs of Torn's sculptures, paint, and found images, Torn 
hybridizes the virtual and the real, presenting “overwhelmed female bodies, desperately trying to adapt to a 
decaying, physical world that is consumed by image and simulations.” The abstract figures in her 
collages stand in Yoga poses, obscured by or comprised of plastic waste. Likewise, the three-channel 
installation from which the exhibition derives its title, Low Tide, features a mermaid embedded in a tangle of 
detritus, expelling oil-like substances. On the Beach, the single-channel video, draws this imagery into the 
world of selfies, featuring a female sea creature posing for the camera, layered with Snapchat-like filters and 
special effects. 

Low Tide is the last in a series of three solo exhibitions by gallery artists working primarily in media art. The 
prior exhibitions are She Who Sees the Unknown: Huma by Morehshin Allahyari (June 1 through 24) and Axis 
Spread by Brenna Murphy (June 28 through July 22). 

Katie Torn (b. 1982, New York, New York) holds an MFA from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. 
Notable presentations and screenings of her work include Wayne State University, Detroit (2017); XPO 
Gallery, Paris (2017); Center for Contemporary Art, Tel Aviv (2015); MoMA PS1, New York (2014); Tate 
Britain, London (2014); MOCA Los Angeles (2013), and bitforms gallery, New York (2013). Torn was a 2013 
Fellow at Eyebeam Art + Technology Center, as well as artist-in-residence at LMCC Process Space on 
Governor’s Island (2016) and The Institute of Electronic Arts in Alfred, New York (2014). 

UPCOMING: September 6 – October 14, 2017 
RODRIGO VALENZUELA: GENERAL SONG 
Rodrigo Valenzuela uses staged scenes and digital interventions, manipulating codes of representation to 
affect viewers’ perception of logic and reality. Working primarily in photography and video, his imagery is 
rooted in the contradictory traditions of documentary and fiction, often involving narratives around immigration 
and the working class. Valenzuela's accolades include an Artist Trust Arts Innovator Award and recent 
appointment to the Department of Art faculty at UCLA. This is Valenzuela's second solo exhibition at Upfor; 
his film The Unwaged will also premier at the Portland Art Museum in fall of 2017. 
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About Upfor: Founded in 2013, Upfor presents artists whose close examination of contemporary issues and 
use of materials challenge orthodoxies. The gallery is located at 929 NW Flanders Street, Portland, Oregon 
97209. Gallery hours are Tuesday–Saturday from 11:00 am to 6:00 pm and by appointment. For more 
information about our programming, please visit upforgallery.com. 

Above: Cow Face (Pose 3), 2017 and Shirshasana (Pose 2), 2017; photo collage, paint and canvas paper, 
23 x 19 inches (each). Below: Low Tide by Katie Torn at Upfor. All photos by Mario Gallucci, courtesy the 
artist and Upfor. High resolution images available on request.


