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RALPH PUGAY RETURNS WITH SOLO EXHIBITION  
A SPIRITUAL GUIDE TO BRUTE FORCE 

Oct. 18, 2018 
Portland, Ore.  

Ralph Pugay: A Spiritual Guide to Brute force 
November 1 – December 22, 2018  
First Thursday opening November 1, 6:00 to 8:00pm  
Artist talk with special event Wednesday, November 14, 6:00 to 8:00 pm (inquire for details)  
First Thursday art walk December 6, 6:00 to 8:00pm (artist present)  
Gallery hours Tuesday – Saturday, 11:00am to 6:00pm and by appointment 

After spending summer and early fall participating in four artist residencies across North America, Ralph 
Pugay returns to Portland, Oregon for his second solo exhibition at Upfor titled A Spiritual Guide to 
Brute Force. The exhibition opens November 1 and remains on view through December 22, 2018. In 
addition to the vibrant paintings Pugay is known for, the exhibition includes a series of drawings created 
during his time at the Rauschenberg Residency at Captiva, Florida and limited-edition screen prints 
begun at Atelier Circulaire in Montreal, Canada. 

Of the new work, Pugay says, "I wanted to find balance in the act of simplification. Many of the works in 
this set of drawings prioritize the creation of significance through efficiency. Most were made after 
playing around in the pool at both the Rauschenberg and Joan Mitchell Center Residencies. … Beyond 
the privilege of having convenient access to swimming, being in the pool gave me a lot of time to reflect 
in solitude, to sit with my feelings while recognizing the boundaries of my body in relation to the weight 
of the water. The gestures one might use while swimming easily translated into the fluidity of ink 
drawing.” 

One element of the simplification and efficiency Pugay sought comes from the use of newsprint. 
Pugay’s drawing were made on a pad of paper, allowing ink to seep through to the sheets below, 
informing what would be drawn next. Each newsprint drawing contributed to the creation of the others, 
accumulating an odd and endearing cast of characters and scenarios. 

Pugay (b. 1983 in Cavite, Philippines) holds an MFA in Contemporary Art Practice from Portland State 
University, and is a residency graduate of the Skowhegan School of Painting and Sculpture in Maine 
and the Vermont Studio Center. Pugay’s awards include a Betty Bowen Award from the Seattle Art 
Museum, Joan Mitchell Foundation Painters and Sculptors Award, Hallie Ford Rauschenberg Residency 
Fellowship and an Oregon Arts Commission Fellowship. Major solo exhibitions were held at Seattle Art 
Museum (WA), Upfor (Portland, OR), Vox Populi (Philadelphia, PA) and FAB Gallery (Richmond, VA), 
among others. Pugay was a visiting faculty member at Virginia Commonwealth University and was the 
James DePriest Visiting Professor of Art at Portland State University. He is based in Portland, Oregon. 

### 

About Upfor: Founded in 2013, Upfor presents early career and established artists whose work 
examines and challenges cultural and artistic orthodoxies. The gallery is located at 929 NW Flanders 
Street, Portland, Oregon 97209. Gallery hours are Tuesday–Saturday from 11:00 am to 6:00 pm and by 
appointment. For more information about our programming, please visit upforgallery.com.  



 

above: Ralph Pugay creating a series of drawings 

during his Rauschenberg Residency at Captiva, 

Florida. Photo by Mark Poucher, courtesy the Robert 

Rauschenberg Foundation. 

left: Crazy Rich Turtles by Ralph Pugay, 2018, acrylic 

on canvas, 14 x 11 inches. 

All images courtesy the artist and Upfor. High 

resolution images available upon request. Contact 

heather@upforgallery.com with requests.



 

above: Plastic Witch by Ralph 

Pugay, 2018, screen print, 22 x 30 

inches, edition of 10. 

right: Cat Burglars Convening Over 

the Crab Kingdom by Ralph Pugay, 

2018, acrylic on canvas, 24 x 30 

inches. 

All images courtesy the artist and 

Upfor. High resolution images 

available upon request. Contact 

heather@upforgallery.com with 

requests.


