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CRITTER, A SOLO EXHIBITION BY RALPH PUGAY, 
OPENS AT UPFOR IN OCTOBER!
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Critter opens on October 2, 2014 and includes new paintings in acrylic by artist Ralph Pugay. 
The show runs through Saturday, November 1, 2014 with a First Thursday opening reception on 
October 2 from 6:00 to 8:00 pm. It is free to attend and open to the public.!

Ralph Pugay is known for vivid paintings that depict absurd narratives in which the mundane 
and fantastic converge. His juxtapositions of symbols, ideas and experiences common to our 
culture are simultaneously humorous and disquieting. For Pugay, the work is a way of 
“celebrating odd thoughts and phenomena that would normally be disregarded as fleeting and 
incidental, like daydreams.”!

Pugay recently won the Seattle Art Museum’s Betty Bowen Award, which “honors a Northwest 
artist for their original, exceptional, and compelling work.” The award includes a $15,000 cash 
prize and a solo exhibition at the Seattle Art Museum, which opens mid-October. !

Ralph Pugay (b. 1983 in Cavite, Phillippines) is a visiting faculty member at Virginia 
Commonweath University (2014-2015), holds an MFA in Contemporary Art Practice from 
Portland State University and is a 2013 residency graduate of the Skowhegan School of 
Painting and Sculpture. Recent solo exhibitions took place at Vox Populi (Philadelphia, PA) and 
FAB Gallery at Virginia Commonwealth University (Richmand, VA). Notable group exhibitions 
include Disjecta’s Portland2014: A Biennial of Contemporary Art, A Light Spray at the Portland 
Museum of Modern Art and the 2012 CoCA exhibition in Seattle, WA. Pugay is the recipient of 
several grants, including a 2014 Oregon Arts Commission individual artist fellowship and the 
2012 Joan Mitchell Foundation Painters and Sculptors Award.!

###!

About Upfor: Founded in 2013, Upfor presents contemporary art from emerging and 
established artists working in digital and other mediums. The 1,700-square-foot gallery offers a 
versatile exhibition and installation space in Portland’s visual arts district. The gallery is located 
at 929 NW Flanders Street, Portland, OR 97209. Gallery hours are Tuesday–Saturday from 
11:00 am to 6:00 pm and by appointment. For information about upcoming exhibitions, please 
visit upforgallery.com.
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